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Introduction Research Design

A growing body of work in social computing has applied theories of Empirical Setting. Reddit is a social media platform comprised of
organizational ecology [1,2] to online spaces, finding that online topic-specific communities called subreddits.

communities largely hold mutually beneficial relationships [3], or
those that are “mutualistic” rather than “competitive”. However, in
practice, some communities interact with each other in unexpectedly
antagonistic but non-competitive ways.

Case Study. We focus on the relationship between r/Bitcoin, a large
subreddit with 4.6 million members focused on discussion of
cryptocurrencies, and r/Buttcoin, a subreddit dedicated to mocking
Individuals in r/Bitcoin and the cryptocurrency world.

Through a case study, we call attention to and characterize this
Important nuance in inter-community relationships on social
computing platforms.

Data. We collected every mention of a subreddit being mentioned on
r/Buttcoin and r/Bitcoin through the Reddit Pushshift API [4].

Antagonistic Mutualism
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It also most frequently mentions itself.
= For both, only a few subreddits are mentioned frequently.

Implications and Future Work

Our work highlights how two subreddits generate substantial activity in each other in antagonistic ways, but existing
approaches for mapping community relationships do not capture this form of antagonistic mutualism. Our preliminary work
points to limitations to the user-overlap approach to measuring community relationships. Future work should extend this case
study into a systematic study of how antagonistic mutualism shapes the ecology of social computing platforms.
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